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Appt. Mo. 10/080,001 
Amdt. dated Oct - 30. 2003 

Roply to Office Action of Nov. 1 5 . 2002 



Amendmenta *o the Specification; 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1 , line 3. with 
the following rewritten pa ragra ph : 

— "The invention relates to flexible atrawa with one <or more) 
corrugated zone (flexible zone) comprising oonoioting — of re- 
entrant overlapping folds (annular bellows folds), which are 
attached to the packaging of fruit juices, milks, coffees etc. and 
are continuously permanently bent until their use in order to 
take up less space. — 

Please replace the ^&r&&raf>t^ beginning at page 1, line "12. with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— The straws used to date for this purpose have one corrugated 
zone (flexible zone) co mo rising oonoioting — of Q- 1 O re-entrant 
overlapping folds (annular bellows folds). [The first (or the last) 
fold, being firm, is not counted as re-entrant overlapping fold]. 
To bend to obtuse angles (e.g. 180°) due to the restricted 
number of folds, continuous external pressure has to be 
exercised. This pressure keeps being exercised by the 
packaging material afterwards as well . >\a a result the folds are 
permanently deformed and straightening of the straw is not 
possible. Also a problem is posed by the fact that all folds are 
expanded < unfolded ) after bending of the straw, (e.g. The U- 
shaped straws.) — 
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Reply to Office Action of Nov. 1 S, 2002 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page -I . line 25. with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

The corrugated zone (flexible zone) of the now straw 
according to present invention, comprises oono i oto of expanded 
(unfolded) re-entrant overlapping folds (annular bellows folds) 
that aro not defoi m od by forc e and contracted (folded ) re-entrant 
overlapping folds (annular bellows folds) Interspersed among the 
expanded ones so that not many consecutive expanded folds — 3r 
e-exlst without Interference of one— 3 — or more—*! — contracted ones 
tn — ordor — to — aohiovo — t^e — boot — pooo i b l e — otro i ghtonlng — u-p — of — the 
straw. Further, the first folds — =1 — are contracted, so that after 
straightening, the straw may bend to all directions. — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 3. line with 
the following rewritten r>Btrak^rsk^t^: 

— No mention is made to straws that are attached to the 
packaging of fruit juices, milks, coffees etc. and are 
continuously permanently bent until their use. Besides, 
approximately 26 years have lapsed since then but no one has 
thought of some of the recommended innovations. — 

F>lease replace the paragraph beginning at page 3. lino 23. with 
the following rewritten pa r&arQ^>t^ : 

— FIO. 1 Shows indicatively a straw in bent position, with one 
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Amendments to the Specification: 



Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 3, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— The invention relates to flexible straws with one (or more) 
corrugated zone (flexible zone) comprising cons i sting of re- 
entrant overlapping folds (annular bellows folds), which are 
attached to the packaging of fruit juices, milks, coffees etc. and 
are continuously p e rman e nt l y bent until their use in order to 
take up less space. — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 12, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

- The straws used to date for this purpose have one corrugated 
zone (flexible zone) comprising cons is t i ng of 8-10 re-entrant 
overlapping folds (annular bellows folds). [The first (or the last) 
fold, being firm, is not counted as re-entrant overlapping fold]. 
To bend to obtuse angles (e.g. 180°) due to the restricted 
number of folds, continuous external pressure has to be 
exercised. This pressure keeps being exercised by the 
packaging material afterwards as well. As a result the folds are 
permanently deformed and straightening of the straw is not 
possible. Also a problem is posed by the fact that all folds are 
expanded (unfolded) after bending of the straw, (e.g. The U- 
shaped straws.) — 
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Reply to Office Action of Nov. 15, 2002 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 25, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— The corrugated zone (flexible zone) of the new straw 
according to present invention, comprises cons i sts of expanded 
(unfolded) re-entrant overlapping folds (annular bellows folds) 
that are not doformod by forc e and contracted (folded) re-entrant 
overlapping folds (annular bellows folds) interspersed among the 
expanded ones so that not many consecutive expanded folds-2r 
€-exist without interference of one-3-or more-4-contracted ones 
in ord e r to aoh i ovo th e b e st poss i b le otraighton i ng up of th e 
straw . Further, the first folds^t-are contracted, so that after 
straightening, the straw may bend to all directions. - 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 3, line 4, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— No mention is made to straws that are attached to the 
packaging of fruit juices, milks, coffees etc. and are 
continuously perman e ntly bent until their use. Besides, 
approximately 28 years have lapsed since then but no one has 
thought of some of the recommended innovations. - 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 3, line 23, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— FIG. 1 Shows indicatively a straw in bent position, with one 
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corrugated zone having certain fo l ds re-entrant overlapping 
folds (annular bellows folds) contracted. — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 3, line 28, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— To assist straightening up of the straw, when all its fo l ds re- 
entrant overlapping folds (annular bellows folds) are expanded 
after bending (like the case is until today), the straw must have 
sufficient folds (more than ten), so that when it bends, the folds 
are not deformed by force. — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 5, line 11, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— In order definite folds remain contracted, apart from their 
number certain other factors are of importance as well, like the 
material, point (or po i nt s ) at which pressure is exerted to bend 
the stra w, th e shap e and th e pos i t i on of fu l crum (or fulorume) 
etc. (e.g. Th e pr e scuro io appli e d on a f i xod po i nt and tho 
po si tion of th e fulcrum chang es as th e s traw b e ndo). — 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 17, with 
the following rewritten paragraph: 

— In case the straw has more than one corrugated zones 
(flexible zones) comprising cons i st i ng of re-entrant overlapping 
folds (annular bellows folds), [e.g. the S-shaped straws - EP-A- 
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all zones. — 
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